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PORTO RICO.

Public Works Completed and
Planned for the Island,

@00D ROADS LAID OUT BETWEEN
EACH TOWN AND PORT.

e et

They Will Give All Parts of the Island Access
te Markets, and So Lead to Prosperity—A
Vast Work In Progress—Improvideace of
Porte Rican Laborers and Planters—New
Schoolhouses -Every Cent Ralsed In Porto
Rice is Heing Spent on the Island.

The wost important public work belng car-
pied on in the island of Porto Rico at the present
time (s road building. Road building may
pot be a stirring sublect to read about, but
whien something (s said of the conditions that
existed on the island previous to the war it will
Interest St'N readers to know how the United
States Government has been taking hold
of things down there and working while the
calamity howlers have been howling and
those who talk, but are ignorant of the
things that are going on, have been describing
the “wrongs” of the downtrodden and the inca-
pacity of this nation to govern a dependency.

When the American army landed In Porto
Rico and took possession of the island It was
discovered first of all that the means of com=
munication between points on the island, with
the exoception of Ponce to Ban Juan, were
practically nil. Here and there over the island
there might be found a road two or three miles
long that began nowhere and ended nowhere,
and was not kept In repair. From Ponce to
Ban Juan there was & Spanish military road
which has been told about many times
and is really a splendid example of road
building. Ponoe is on the southern side of the
fsland near the centre. San Juan Is on the
north side near the eastern end. The military
road extended on from San Juan nearly to
Fajardo, but was not in a good condition as
regards that part beyond San Juan. From
Ponce to San Juan the road was well kept and
was smooth.

From San Juan to Camuy,on the north side
of the island, there was a railroad. From
Aguadilla to Mayaguez there was another, \
and from Yaruco to Ponce there was another.
These roads all ran along the coast. With tha
exception of the military road there was not a
wagon road on the whole (sland worthy of tha
name. Small as the island I8, the interlor
was almost as much cut off from the rest of
the world as is the Interior of China. All the
products of the interior that reached the coast
or that reached any market—for the only mar-
kets on the island were at coast points had
to be brought out by means of pack mules.
Land in the interior was of little value for the
reason that the products could not be got to
any market economically, The owners of

the land were poor. The laborers that worked
for them could get just a living. That was
practically all that the owners themselves
oould do. The very first thing that the United
Btates Government did when it fell heir to Porto
Rieco was to ameliorate the condition of the people
in the interior of the island and make it possible
for them to prosper. To do that it was neces-
eary to establish means of communication
everywhere and to enable them to get their
products to the seacoast, where they could be
taken by ships to markets,

THE NEW ROADS,

TRR SvN prints with this article a map that
will make an interesting study for those parsons
who are interested in the future of the Porto
Ricaps and Porto Rico. It will perhaps open
the eyes of the calamity howlers and their vie-
tims. Ata glance it will be seen that when the
roads that are now actually In course of con-
struction are completad almost every town In
the island will have a road to the sea coast and
with one additional poad that 1s contemplated
every town will ba taken In and there will be
a4 fine a road as was ever built from one end of
the island to the other. It will be a better road
even than the famous Spanish military road.
This is spoken of as an additional road. It in
really a series of short roads connecting roads
already under way. If it were not for the in-
terruption of the work by the rainy season the
roads under way and the one contemplated
might be completad by the end of the present
year. But even with this necessary stoppage
of work every road will be finished within a
year’'s time and once done it remains only for
the people to cultivate the land to ita fullest
extant to prosper as the people along the fav-
ored coast prosper.

The most important of the roads that are be-
ing bullt {a that from Arecibo directly across
the island to the city of Ponce, which Is the
largest city on the Island. Tbis road is fifty-
two miles long and it passes through the two
moat important towns in the coffee distriot—
Utuado and Adjuntas. The richest coffes
lands on the island are at the western end.
While coffee has been the most important pro-
duct of Porto Rico, furnishing in some years
as much as sixth-tenths of the total product of
the island, the Spaniards never built any roads
through this rich disgrict, with the result that
a large part of the valua of the crop was eaten
up by the cost of gatting It to market over
mountain trails and along bridle paths. Whila
the distancs across the island is only fifty-two
miles, if & citizen of Ponoce had business on the

, other aide of the island the only way that he

oould transact It was hy taking a steamboat
and going around. Thers was no such thing
&8 going across. He might hava to go one,
two or three hundred miles out of his way to
get to the place where his business was, and he
would have to go by slow hoata, ton. 8o it will
be neen there waa averything to discourage
the union of interasts and united work.

MARKETS OPENED POR EVERY TOWN,

Thia road from Arecibo to Ponce will have
@ branch from Arecibo to Lares, from Utuado
to Lares, and from Jayuya to Utuado. There
will also ba a main road conmecting with it
from lares through San Sebastian and Mooca
to Aguadilla, and a road from Lares to Marias
and Mavaguer. From the mouthern end of
this road thers will ba a road from Ponece
through Guavanilla, Yanco, Sabana Grande,
Ban German and thence to Mayaguez. This
#ingle road with its hranches, it will be seen,
gives to every town west of Arecibo and Ponce
& road to the coast, and makes possible the
transportation of the products of that part of
the island to places from which the market
can be easily reached by aea

The next most important road ix that from
Rumaeao to Cagues, connecting Humacao,
which i a port,with Cagues which lson the mill-
tary road. This road will extend on to Comerin.
Next in importance comes a road from (omario
north to Bayamon from which the pori of Ban
Juan can be reached. This road is about twely
miles long. Another important road Is that
from Morobls through (lales to Manatl, con-
uwacting there with the rallroad That Is an-
other twelve-mile road. Next (n Importance isa
road from Corozal on the north side of the isl-
and to Toa Alta, thence to Bayamon and Toa
Baja,about ten miles. Naxt on tha south side
of the Island a road fs being bullt from Guayama
to Arroya.  Guayama is an important t own and
Arroya is a port The exiating road from
(mavama to Cayey s being transformed into a
rond of the first class and at Cayey it connects
with the old military road.

If the reader will look atthis map he will see
that whan the ronds are completed practically
overy Inland town will have a road direot to the
sea coast. The additional road mentioned will
begin at Comerin, will go to Barranquitas,
Barros, and will connect with the road from

Utuado to Jayuaya, thus completing a road
direct from Aguadila to Humacao, the
eatire length of the isiand, crossing the old mill-

tary road and the new road from Arecibo to
Ponce.

‘These great public works which are being con-
structed by the United States Government for
the benefit of the people of Porto Rico were, until
the irst of May, when the civil government came
in,In charge of Capt. W. V. Judson of the Corps
of Engineers of the United States Army. Capt
Judson told Tk BUN reporter that more money
was being apent in Porto Rico thils year in road
bullding than any State in the United Btates
ever spent In the same length of time. JFhe
roads that are being built, it may be sa™ here,
are even better roads than the Spanish mili-
tary rond. The style of construction is known
to road builders as the Massachusetts road and
is sald to be the finest in the world, whereas
the Spanish road has tremendous grades. On
the ronds that are being built to enable Porto
Ricans to get thelr producta to market, the
grade is llmited to 7 per cent. The roads
are all four Inches higher in the centre than
they are on the sides and along the slde gutters
are built so substantial that they will carry oft
the water without being damaged.

VINE ROADS BUILT.

Over the many rivers which have to be crbssed
and, heretofore, had to be forded, some
of them in the rainy season being little less than
raging torrents, bridges of steel covered with
cement are being built. The ordinary steel
bridge wont do at all because of the climate.
Rust eats the steel away. By covering the
bridges with cement and keeping out the atmos=
phere it is expeetad that they will last.

To reajize the vastness of the work that is
being done on the island it is necessary to bear
tn mind the character of the climate and of the
land there. In no other country that any of
the American engineers have seen s road
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oents a day and then they cut them to 80 cents,
and finally at that rate they had less trouble
holding their men.

PLANTERS ITMPROVIDENT, TOO,

Right here it may be sald that the improvi-
dence of the people of Porto Rico is not alto-
gether confined to the laboring people. The
latter have for their excuse the fact that when
they work ordinarily they et ouly enough
to buy food to keep them from starving to
death and If they oan get that food without
work, why should they work? But with the
planters it is different. The greater proportion
of the plantations on the island fs mortgaged.
(ireat numbers of them are mortgaged for
much more than they are worth, and it came

about in this way. The planters would work |
their plantations to the limit for four or five |

years until they had accumulated several
thousand dollars. Then they would abandon
them and go to Paris andstay there, living like
princes until their money was all gone, when
they'd pull out their return tickets to Porto
Rico, go back to the island, go to & money lender
and tell him that they had to have money to
operate their plantations. The money lenders
got great interest, for the planters needed the
money. The movey lenders would advance it
and take a mortgage,

The planter would spend the money again
n cultivating his plantation. He would work
hard until he had again accumulated several
thousand dollars, and he would never think of
paying off the mortgage but would take the
steamer to Paris, where he would resume hving
like a prince until the money was all gone.

Then back he'd go to Porto Rico and go through '

the same formula again. Each time the mort-
gage on his plantaton became larger. FEach
t'me the money-lender charged a h'gher rate of

building so extensive as in Porto Rloco. The
country 18 mountainous. Besides the regular
ranges of mountains that run here and there,
there are high hills everywhere which are
nothing more than lumps of dirt. Break their
surface and the first heavy rain makes fur-
rows down their sides. There (s no regularity
about these hills. Fhe rainy season on the
sland lasts several months and the down-
falls of rain at times are tremendous. Look-
ing over the weather reports that are kept
by the United States Weather Bureau, records
can be seen of rainfalls varying from ten to
twenty-three inches In twenty-four hours.
Such rains are enough to wash away any but
the very best roads. This makes road bulld-
ing more expensive than it 1s in the Alleghany
Mountains. The Spanish military road cost
8,000,000 pesos, orabout $22,500 a mile. Rome
of the roads that this Government has built
have cost $25.000 a mile, but the majority of
them are being built for $10,000, the higher cost
coming in the mountain reglons, of course.

The work of road building has been carried
on to a much greater extent than it would
ordinarily have been carried on becauss of
the hurricane. All of the roads that are in
the prooess of building and the contemplated
roads had been planned before the hurricane
came, but it was not proposed to spend any-
thing Ilke the amount of money that has been
spent In such a short time. The hurricane
that swept over the lsland destroyed the In-
dustries that existed, destroyed the crops and
beggared thousands of the people. As will
be remembered by readers of THE BUN, Amer-
ica's response to the appeal of the unfortunate
in Porto Rioco after this hurricane waa generous
and was quick. But a few days passed when
a shipload of food was started from this country
to relleve the suffering. This rellef, of course,
could only be temporary and could only reach
a portion of the people.

The hurricane almost beggared the land-
owners and made it almost impossible for them
to employ labor. What was absolutely nec-
easary was work, and the only work that the
Government oould provide was, of course, public
work, and that meant work on the roads. So
the whole great scheme of road building that
was to have been worked out more gradually
was inaugurated wherever unemployed labor
could be found as quickly as that labor was
found. Every man who was willing to work
had a chanoe to work,

IMPROVIDENCE OF THE PEOPLEK.

This oppoftunity brought to light two of
the distinot peculiarities or charaoteristios
of the Porto Rican people; first, their improvi-
dence, and second, their habit of not working
or of refusing to work so long as they can get
tood without working. The Porto Ricans
have two sayings that illustrate their Im-
providence. One is: “God never created a
mouth without also creating food for {t.” The
other is: “Providence s all over the world.
You will ind {t in Porto Rico.” When the first
oargo of food was sant to Porto Rico on the
Prairie and the ship arrived at San Juan, the
laborers of 8an Juan, who are not so improvi-
dent as the lahorers of the country districts,
refused to unload her unless they received
#8 a day, gold, wages. Their former wages had
been $1 & day, silver. This Giovernment would
not stand such an imposition and the ship was
unloaded by the insular police. When the
cargo was all ashore and the distribution of
food was begun, first in the line were the very
men who had refused to help unload the vessel.
There was actual distress among them and
that distress was reljaved.

When the Government offered work on the
roads throughout the country the wages of
the laborer had been 30 cents a day. The rate
was increased to 80 cents a day. The men who
took jobs would work for two days or three
days, would earn $1 or $1.50 and would then
quit, and nothing would induce them to work
agaln until that 81 or 1 .50 was spent,

A still better illustration of this characteristio
of the laborer there was told to the reporter in
Ponce. The biggest and deepest river that
ia crossed by the military road is at Juan Diaz
Every time that the rainy season comes around
this stream reaches a depth of from sixteen
to twenty-five feet and it isimposeible to ford it
anvwhera near the military road. A bridge
over the river was an absolute necessity and
that as quickly as it could be bullt. The con-
tract for bullding the bridge was let. The
steel work was obtained and the contractors
wanted 300 laborers to work on the bridge
While the wage of the laborer In that nelghbor-
hood was only 30 cents a day, the contractors
offerad $1 gold because they needed the men
right away and they wanted good men In
responaa to their offer thare were some 3 000
applications for work. They selected their
300 man and at the end of the week pald them
the moner. The next week ther had about
fifty of the 800. They selected 230 more, The
same  thing happened the second wee .
Thev kept on selecting men In the same way
uotil their antire 3000 applications had been
used up and they were at their wits’ end to got
laborers. They asked some peoplsa who were
Porto Rieans what the trouble was and these
people sald:

“Why, vyou paid too much wages. [ thesns
peopla get §1 in their pockets they will not work
until the 81 {s gone and §1 laatsalong time with
their needs. Cut your wages and you'll get
laborers who will stay.” The ocontractors

followed the advice. They cut wages to 75
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‘nterest, but the planter would repeat the oper-
at'on just the same and never would try to pay
off the mortgage. .

There are coffea plantations on the ‘sland
where th's thing has been go'ng pn for twenty-
five years. During all this t'me coffee has been
gett'ng higher and hgher, and the planters
could have been rich over and over aga'n,
but the war found them deep ‘n debt. A banker
‘n Ban Juan sa'd to THE SUN reporter, com-
pla‘n'ng bitterly about the suspens‘on of mort-
gage foreclosures by the Un'ted States:

“Here 's an 'nstance of the ‘mprov'dence of
the people and an ‘llustration of why the fore-
closure law should never have been suspended.
A planter came to me after the hurricane and
sa'd that he had to have $10,000 to rebu'ld the
ch'mney of his central mill. I told hhm that our
house had made 't a rule not to loan any money
on plantations. He said that it was absolutely
necessary for him to have the money for the
reason that he couldn’t work his mill without
the chimney, and he explained that the mort-
gage on his property already amounted to
nothing and that he would surely be able to pay
it In the year's time that he asked. 1 raid to
him, ‘I have the money, but I'm afrald if I
lend It to you I will not get it back before next
summer, when I will need it badly. If you will
promise to pay me before next summer when [
must have the money | will let you have it."
He said that he would and I let him have the
money, feeling at the time that I shouldn't do
it. He was in to see me the other day. 1
greeted him pleasantly and asked him how his
plantation was getting on. He answered,
*Oh, fine, fine." 'Ares you going to have a good
erop this year?” I asked, and he satd, ‘'Oh ves, I
I'm going to have a good big crop, but I'm not
going to pay off that mortgage.' Well, I looked
at him. ‘What,' 1 said, ‘you're not going to
pay off that mortgage? Why?" And he replied
with the utmost coolness, ‘Waell, the (Jovernment
has suspended the foreclosure of mortgages
and there's no reason why 1 should pay it off at
this time. 1 came in here to-day to pay yon
the interest’ And no amount of argument
that I could use could make him see that to my
mind at least he was acting dishonestly.

“Now, that's just a case of improvidemos,
That man will have the $10,000 as soon as he
markets his crop, If he hasn't got it already.
He doesn't need it for anything on his planta-
tion. Nine chanoces out of ten he will go to the
Paris Exposition and blow it all in. [ie 18 not
dishonest according to his ideas, but he doesn’t
have to pay and therefore he wont pay. He
does not give a thought to the day of reckoning
that must come. and when it does come the
chances are nine out of ten that he wont have a
cent to pay w,th.”

BUILDING SCHOOLS.

These various stories [illustrate atriking
characteristics that were developed by the
hurricane and the general offer of work to every-
body that followed it. Hence they are told
here. To return again to the public works
that are in the course of construction on the
{sland or are already completed, the building
of a normal school at Fajardo may be men-
tioned and of achoolhouses here and there
in other parts of the island. Under the Span-
ish rule there was not a single schoolhouse
owned by the Government. It s the purpose
to have all schoolhouses owned by the Gov-
ernment and to have a schoolhousa in every
town and if possible in every barrios on the
{sland.

In the month of May the authorities who
had charge of public education had an illus-
tration of the improvidence of ths people who
work in the schools. Under the Spapish rule
such schools as they had were conducted six
days 40 the week, twelve months in the vear.
The school authorities decided that the Ameri-
ean system was best and that teachers needed
a rest in the summer. So without reducing
their wages at all they decided that there should
be school for ten months in the vear only and
they notified all the teachers long in advanca
that they would have a vacatlon for two months
in the summer At about the time that Tug
SvN reporter was on the island the aducational
authorities were overwhelmed with letters
from teachers. The burden of these letters
was: "How are we going to live during this
two months’ vacation? All our moneyv is gona
and we can't get along.” They had been paid
{n the ten months that they had worked under
American rule as much as they had received
in the twelve months that thev had worked
under Spanish rule and they had had ample
warning that during the two summer montha
ther would have their time to themselves:
yvet they had spent every cent and had not
saved enough to oarry them over these two
months that should have been months of fun-
geoking for them. At the time that the re-
porter left the {sland the authoritiag had not
dacided what they would do

The work of schoolhouse building 1s going
on In the island about as rapidly as is that of
road building and to-day it may be said that
while less money Ia being taken fron the people
in the way of taxes more money Is balng spent
for publio work on the island every six months
than was apent in any two vears of the Spanish
rule. Every cent of taxes (hat (s being raised
{n Porto Rien {s heing spent for the publie (m-
provement of Porto Rico,

Remember This—
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(FRENCHl  ART IN PARIS.

DISPLAY IN THE DECORATIVE DEs
PARTMENT OF THE EXPOSITION.

| Petit Palals Beautiful Withoat and Within
~Fine Show of Antigaities—The Exhibi-
tion of Mr. Redin's Sculptare--American

Medal Winners—Seven in the First Olass.

Par18, June 23.—The Petit Palais, on the
new Avenue Nicholas 11, facing the Grand
Palais, has but one story and the galleries are
therefore high as well as spacions. It Is n
well-planned building and is beautiful without
and within, This bullding, for the present
universal exposition, is entirely taken up with
the Retrospective Exhibition of French Art
which does not include the fine arts proper,
but consists of works of art In all departments
generally referred to as decorative and in-
dustrial. The display 18 most complete and
is one of great value and interest

Entering by the main portal we find ourselves
in a large and lofty hall with long lateral gal-
leries extending to the right and left. In the
midle of the central he!l is a mannequin of
horse and fligure clad in splendid suits of armor
On the pedestal is a Latin inseription dedicated
to Francis I, “father of the liperal arts,” and
the armor for the figure and the steed are pre-
sumably suits used by this lamous monarch.
In each of the long galleries are similar horses
| and riders in full suits of armor, both of the
finest class and in excellent condition.  Along
the walls are numerous lay figures, each clad
in armor, all flue specimens. but they are not
80 numerous as to be placed close together
and the general effect in these three great
galleries is one of fine simplicity and dignity.

The double row of large rooms which occupy
all the space in the Petit Palais, starting from
each end of the front of the bullding and sur-
rounding the beautiful court in the middle,
contain a collection of marvels of craftsman-
ship of all descriptions and objects of art which
are intere<ting in many cases both for historieal
as well as artistie reasons. These fine things
have peen borrowed from various State col-
lections from the treasure closets of churches
and from well-known amateurs, and one must
conelude that France (s very rich in such anti-
quities, for those that are shown in this collec-
tion have been gatherad from some of the
sources that might be avallable, but not by
any means from all.  Little has been taken
apparently from the museums in Paris and
private owners must be many, who, whether
from lack of sympathy with the Government
which fathers the Exposition, or from flear
of risking their treasures and heirlooms in
sucha “popular” public exhibition, would have
declined to contribute, But however this
may be the exhipition is wonderfully rich and
comprehensive,

While the real money value of works of art
is sometimes difficult to estimate it may be
of Interest to note the fact that the amount
of insurance in force against theft and flre on
the exhibits in the Grand and the Petit Palais
exceeds $40,000000. And while T am speak-
ing of money values [ may anthenticate
here the story of the marble clock in the Petit
Palais which belongs to the Count J de (a-
mondo. It is all in marble and stands about
twenty to twenty-four inches high, It is by
Falconet and represents “The Three Graces”
by nude female figures holding a garland of
flowers and grouped in a circle about a column I
upon which there is a vase. The hours are
marked on the lid of the vase and this by ro-
volving marks the time. It is a charming
composition and it I8 excellent In execution.
It is & unigue plece. A wealthy amateur who
coveted it wished to buy it from the Count de
Camondo and finally offered him 1500000
franca for it. The offer was refused. The
Connt de Camondo says that he will not sell
t hecause he means to leave itat his death to
the Louvre. Somebody has suggested that
he be less narrow in his views, but none the less
patriotic' that he accept the offer and give the
money to the Louvre with which (nearly $300,.«
000) a number of fine pictures and other things
might be bought and added to the museum's cols
Jections, But this would be contrary to the
spirit and convictions of the collactor.

Among the exhibits In the Petit Palais are
tapestries, furniture, anclent stained glass,
ecclesiastical vestments, embrolderies, altar
pleces, lecterns, mitres, croziers, candelabra,
candlesticks, lamps, ancient pleces of French
money and fac-similes, medals, reals, silver
and gold goblets, cups and services, Marseilles
falenoe, falences by Bernard Pallssy, Gallo-
Roman, Merovingian and Carolingian glass
from whioh it Is easy to sse whence the modern
favrile glass is derived, but the shapes here
are more beautiful), Gallo-Roman pottery,
fron and brass work including locks. knockers
and grilla, wood carvings on coppers, buffets,
sereens, thrones and wardrobes, {vory picture
carvings, wooden statues and statuettes, stati-
ettes in iron and in gilded metal, clocks, mirrors,
Jasper vases, enamels, and frons, mantel sets,
harpsichords, fans, =nuff boxes and bonbone
{éres, f(lluminated manuscripts and bhooks,
chandeliers and luatres, carnets de bal, porce-
lains of Savres, Chantilly and 8t, Cloud, watches,
Jewelry and miniatures.

The tapestries incliude specimens of all French
makes, French gchools one might almost =ay,
Gobelins, Beauvals, 4o, and are remarkably
fine and beautiful picked pieces. They make
a display worth seeing without counting the
other things. Among the furniture pleces
are the jewelry cabinet that was used by Queen
Marie Autoinette, which 18 a large armoire
with gold figures In relief, panels with miniature
paintings and inlald ornainents of mother of
pear], and & Louis XIV. set which (s placed on
a wonderful velvet carpet, the whole accom-
panied by a great gilded clock and portraits
by Rigaud. A collection of XVIII eentury
watches is lent by Mr. Bernard Frank and tha
same amateur contributsa a notable lot of
carneta de hai which, on ground work of pre-
clona metals, ivory or pearl, are ornaxmented
with miniatures and fewels. Beautiful fans
of the XVIII century ars from the Rothschild,
Fphrusst and Mannheim private collections
and the Marquis de Thulsy lends his snuff and
bonbon boxes many of which are of axquisite
workmanship and have rportrait or fleure
githieet minlatures on the lide.  Mr. Richebé's
colleetion of medals is onas of the most inter-
eating exhibits and some of the finest specimena
of 8dvres china are from the collections of Mr
Charles Roux and Baron N. Henri de Roths-
child, One of the most curlous clocks comes
from the chateau of Rambouillet and formerly
belonged to the Duchesse de Maine. It {# In
the form of a pipe organ and has a full orchestra
of figures In Saxony china bhefore {t. It was
made by Moisy of Paris and now belongs to
Mr. Chappey. Some of the bost of the pieces
of furniture are hy Charles Cressent, who was
the ébéniate of Philipre d' Orleans, Regent of
Franes. The Centennial Exhibition of French
furniture (1801-1000) 1s in on= of the large huild-

ing= on the Esplanade des Invalide

In 1886, at the Universal Exposition
senlptor Auguste Rodin was represented by
his masterly bust of Victor Hugoand oneorte o !
other pleces. hut at the Georges Potit Gallery |
in the Rue de Séze there was a special exhihi-
tion of a large number of his works, This in-
cluded the group “Les Bourgeois de (alals.”
Thiz year in the eleven years' exhibition of
French sculpture Mr. Rodin shows a marhle
group. “The Klas." and a plaster bust, and in
the Centennial Exhibition eight busts and fig-
ures: but, as in 1880 there I8 a special exhibi-
tion, and the works of all kinds eghibitad there
number cloge to two hundred, This exhibi-
tion is In the specially constructed Pavillon
Rodin in the Place de I'Alma, elose 1o one of the
prineipal entrance gates of the great Fxposi-
tlon, but outside the grounds.  Mr. Rodin has
behind him a rather influential and very en-
thuslastic band of writers, artists and general
backers, who mis« no opportunities to spread
the culte de Rodin, and there is money hehind
him evidently for special buildings are put up,
multitudes of expensive casts made, installa-
tions and printing paid for and attendants pro-
vided for nothing. All the great sculptors
from Rude down have become known and fa-
mous without the persistent advertising that
the mention of Mr. Rodin's name always sug-
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gests, and 1 oannot but criticise the lack of ‘

dignity shown at the present exhibition of his
work by the sale of an fllustrated catalogue
filled with fulsome eulogy of the sculptor and
“explanatorr” notes under nearly every num-
ber. 1 can recall no parallel for it except a
catalogue of the same sort for an exhibition of
pletures by Mr, Gi. I, Watts, the English artist,
at the Metropolitan Musenm about fifteen
years ago. wherein the author of the book made
comparisous with the works of Titian, some-
what to Mr. Watta's advantage. [t would reem
as {f sculpture, if it be really great, might speaik
for {tself to the multitude, as it has not hitherto
spoken for itself in vain, but that is apparentiy
not the position taken by Mr. Arséne Alexandre,
who writes the Introduction to the catalogue
and the notes. The introduction is a gincere
and beautiful plece of writing, but it seems to
me special pleading all through. The works are
here to speak for themselves and admiration
for all of them is quite out of the question.

Mr. Roger Miles is quoted by Mr. Alexandre
where he writes of the Balzac when it was shown
at the Salon of 1808 (at the Champ de Mars Salon
presumably), and Mr. Miles says: “Some
people find fault with Lim [Rodin] for an exe-
cutlon which they consider summary: it must be
then that we are not sufficiently cultivated
[pas assez mira) 1o understand his formule and
the i tense abstraction of his genius.”

Of conrse vou can say this about the work of
any artist to the publie, but how about other
sculptors and painters who know their art to
the roots and are not fmpressed? One of the
best and one of the most reasonable passages
in Mr. Alexandre's introduction is this:

“We love the art of Rodin because each of
his worke always brings us a jrofound sur-
prise, a shock of emotion which renews Icr
us the reasons for looking at work- o art.
Fach flgure, each new composition that is
born under the fingers of Rodin Is a product
not only of imagination, but also of contem-
plation, It is directly drawn from nature,
but If it charms us and seems to us new it is
becatise we have not thought of seeing, as
Rodin has, this line,this form, this movement.
The @reat artista are great artista because
they gee micre and see mere qiickly than others,
and because thev teach us to see more things
than we saw before ™

This I8 good and =ound, but it applies to
Mr. Sargent's painting, for instance, just as
well as It does to some of Mr. Rodin's sculptura
But the one is acclaimed and the other, Mr
Alexandre regrets to say, is too often bhafové,
or scoffed at.  His work should net be scoffed
at as a whole, for some of It 1~ very flne. At
the same time some of it I« wrong in concep-
tion, ugly in execution, and altogether un-
satisfactory. Such a wt&k. wrong in concep-
tion, and vigorous, but not thoughtful, in the

right sense, In execution Is the Balzac. It
us quote Mr. Milea again:
“When he set out to ropresent Balzace,” he

writes, and as it is published in the eatalogue
with Mr. Rodin's« sanction it may therefore
be considered approved by him, “Rodin un-
derstood that the human envelope must be
effacad before the intellect [penaéc), which
fs more than human, He therefore ‘sacri-
floed’ the body In the folds of an ample robe
that the writer used to drape himself in, and
brought all the power of his art to bear on the
head, and this head is extraordinary, admira-
ble, mor<trosiv [in the sense of monster-
lik»] @ Liminated by genins.”

‘e head s monster-like, like the head of
some areat pagan idol, and there is nothing but
the  nead All  the rest (s a bulky, rough
block, without beauty, withont grandeur, with=
ont ensembla from any point of view, front,
slde or back. Seulpture is an art dealing with
form, not with intellectual ideas. Mr. Rodin's
concaption was outside of the legitimate fleld,
But If you admire the good work of Mr. Rodin
and condemn the rest, his admirers will tell
you that vou will see the light in time. You
are patronized, In other words. It is so easy
to call a conservative an old fogy, but If the
“art nouvean,” represented by the painting
of Mr. Carriére, and the vagaries in which
Mr. Rodin indulges, were to overwhelm the
conservative forces, art would Indeed be In
a pretty plekle. Happlly there is no danger
of such a catastrophe. In the Rodin cata-
logue are several preparatory letters written
by the painters Carriére, Jean Paul Laurens
Claude Monet and Besnard. In the exhibition
is a strong bust by Mr. Rodin of Mr. Laurens,
Mr. Laurens writes as follows, without fine
phrases

“What can 1 add to what I have already
eaid to you [to Mr. Alexandre, presumably)?
You know my admiration for the great sculptor.
He is of the race of those who go ahead alone,
of those who are unceasingly attacked, but
who are hindered by nothing. His cortége
of marbles and bronzes will always suffice to
defend him: he can count on that. VollA mon
sentiment.”

This is just what a strong painter whose
work is healthy might be expectad to write,
It is far more likely to carry conviction than
such sentences as this ona taken from the con-
tribution by Mr. Carridre: “The art of Rodin
aprings from the earth and returns to the earth,
like the giant boulders, rocks or dolmens which
contribute to the effect of rolitary places and
in the herolo growth of which man came to
know himself.” You get off in a corner, shnt
out the world, think of the “Balzac,” "Les
Bourgeois de Calals,” the “Monument to Victor
Hugo" and the “Gate of Hell,” try to exalt your-
gelf to the point of appreclation and then de-
liver yourself of- words. A little sunshine
in the parks or the flelds, a little rubbing against
vour fellow men, a little mingling in the dally
life of the world about you, which absorbs new
inventions but is always composed of the eame
elements of love, friendship, indifference and
hate, and virtually changes not, I8 a far more
wholesome conditlon and far more likely to
help your art to be true, sound and fine. Re-
member, too, the other apostlas and ravolution-
arice,  Courbet {8 now quite calnly discnssed,
He 1& ranked as an unequal but able painter,
What he did that is good 18 acknowledgnd tn
be good. What he did that i8 bad or eccentrio
is 80 classed by general consent. He is now
one in a procession of many, not A commander
nor a guide.

1 may briafly mentlon some of the most
noted of Mr. Rolin's ereations. “lLes Bour-
geois do Calal=” is brought out again, but the
alght of it produced no new impressions. It
is the same haphazard group of old men in
tattered garments who stand as people do on
a street corner. There i no composition,
as such, In sculpture, no effect, no mass, no
great lines of harmony, no more unity fromm
one point of view than from another. The
“Monwment to Vieter Hugo” i< in no rense
monumental. The ecomposition would lend
itsell better to a pletorial rendering. It has
the rude fanlts of Mr. Rodin when he heaps
up his elay under his inspirat'on, Lhut we want
more than suggestion and we want some beanty
as well as foree- imst enough beanty, f vou
will, to give a reason for the display of &0 much
brital fores, or else it must stay out of art
and he something else The Gate of Heall"
is ehaos as before.  Mr. Alexandre gives dates
for the first etudies made by Mr
‘Ios Bourgeois de Calais® and “The Gate of
Hell."  He should know, hut he gives 1888 for
the former, and vet the group was shown with
all the figures in 1680, and for sevoral years hee
fore there was “advance talk” about it e
gives 1880 for "The Gate of Hell,” but in 1889
this work was spoken of as “unfinished” and
it is “unfinished” to-day. These are detals,
howeaver, and Mr. Rodin's 1ife &ince he oxhib-
ited “The Man With the Broken Nose™ in 1584
has been one of remarkable industey and pro-
durtion

Rodin for

Good eoin of the Reprullic®is talien ar the
ticket oMee for the eatalogne, but many werks
fn the pavilion have no mimbere attached,
I cannot, therefore, mention some of the

admirable marbies by their titles, There are,

| howsver, one or two portrait busts of women

that are wonderfully beautifol in their »im-
plicity and elegance of exveution.  There are
several groupe of two nude flgures equally
suave and aqually amnazing in the tender touch
of the chisel and most remarkable in their ox-
pression of form and passionagte movement
There {8 no “No. 154" in the eatalogue, “138-150"
being the |ast numbers covering a collection

of studies; but a group of three nude female
flgures, marked 184, is one of the floe things.
‘ “Bust of a Maun,” 108, is full of life and character;

“Femmes Damnées,” 107, is one of the groups

mentioned above, and "Victor Hugo,” 88, a

marble bust, <imilar, but not identical with

| the one owned by the city of Paris, is one of
the moat powerful and most convineing of
Mr. Rodin's portrait works. The bust bee
longing to the city of Paris wasexhibited in 1880
at the Universal Exposition and is still better
| than the one shown here.
Mr. Rodin’s artistic temperament leads him
| to essay somo subjects not generally under-
taken by modern sculptors, and two of his
finest small marble groups here are among
them. One I8 “L'Emprise” described by Mr
Alexandre as “Petit groupe de deux figures
debout ¢t enlacées; la femme domine de presque
tout la buste, et étreint ferocement |I'homme
sur qul elle a fondue comme Sur une proie, at
qui ne resiste plus.” The other I8 “le Péché.
groupe de deux figures, mettant en presénoe,
comme le précédent, I' élément masculin et
I' 8lément féminin, mais cette fols a l'état de
lutte acharnés se meélant A la passion. la
fermime s'aceroche avee fureur A I'homme qui
resiste encore mais déja »’abandonne, avee une
sorte de désespoir Flle s'agrippe A ses épaules,
i passe autour du torse une jambe nerveuse
qui 'enderre comme une liane.”

The {llustrations in the catalogue are full-
page half-tone reproductions of some of Mr,
Rodin's prineipal works. Some are impressive
and some are rather groteaque. The frontis-
piece |8 a photograph of Falguidre's “Bust of
Rodin." 1t i3 a clay ¢bauche showing a strong
head very broadly modelled. On the cover of
the catalogue is the reproduction of a drawing,
or n painting; by Mr. Carritre showing Mr.
Rodin holding up one of his small nude female
flgures. It {8 a ourfous production, and perhaps
the half-tone does not do justice to the original,
but it {s on the cover and so must have been
approved. Mr. Rodin {8 saild to hold this pie-
ture of himself in high estimation. In one of
the alcoves in his pavilion is a collection of
his own drawings In water color. They are
*movements” of flgures vaguely indicated and
are quite without charm or distinction, Well
enough a8 the essays of an artist =earching
for some movement for a composition, well
enough as sketches if they help him in his work,
they add nothing to the show; but every serap
of his production seems to have been gathered
together and there are plaster casts of the most
primary sort of efforts all set out with the cara
usually only bestowed on mature achieve-
ments,

The International Jury of Awards s still at
work visiting " e different gallerfes and voting
recompense T » old, or first-clase, medala
have been awarded, 2ud the U'nited States gets
geven, which is a larger number than any other
country recelves except France. Glermany,
Great Britain amd [taly come next after us. Our
gold medals nre awarded as follows: Fdwin
A. Abbey (England), who exhibita “Hamlet”
and three drawings; John W. Alexander (Paris),
“The Mother,” “Autumn” and “Portrait of
Rodin”; Cecllia Beaux, A. N. A, (Philadelphia),
“Mother and Daughter,” "Mother and Son*
and "Portrait of Miss Fisher"; George De For-
rest Brush, A. N. A. (New York), "Mother and
Child,” "Mother and Son" and “"The Artlst";
Willlam M. Chase, N. A. (New York), “Woman
With a White Shawl,” “Landscape” and “The
Blg Brass Bowl”; Winslow Homer, N. A. (Scar-
boro, Me), “The Fox Chase,” “Maine Coast,”
“The Lookout, All's Well,” and *“Summer Night,”
and Abbott H. Thayer, A, N. A. (New York),
“Virgin Enthroned,” “Brother and Sister” and
“Young Woman.  This is a pretty clean sweep
for the painters residing in the United States,
and {3 more than was axpected. The list leaves
out Mr. Jules Stewart, for instance, who I8 ona
of the Franco-Americans who makes a strong
exhibition, and other painters whose relations
with the French artists on the jury might | - ve
heen thought to give them a better chance
than some of the men at home whose work has
been hitherto unknown in Paris. In 1889 the
United States received four gold medals, and
all of them were awarded to painters residing
on this side of the Atlantie,

WirLLiam A. Corriy.

COREA'S ANTI-FOREIGN SPIRIT.

American Missionaries Accased of Meddling
in Politics - Japanese 11l Will,

Toxkio, June 30, It {s feared that the Boxer
trouble may spread to Corea, the peopla of
Choel-la, (hhung-chhoeng, Kvoeug-sang and
other provinees having jointly memorialized
the Corean court in favor of suppressing the
Christian religion in the Peninsula, and a pow=
erful anti-Christian association, backed up—as
in China by some [nfluential men at court,
having been formed with the same object,
The Corean Fmperor has been very much
alarmed at these symptoms and has already
taken measires to prevent the spread of the
trouble, posting guards all along the Chiness
frontler, in order to pravent any emissaries of
the Boxers entering the aountry, causing seve
eral of the ringleaders of the mowement in
Corea to be arrested, and asking the foreign
Ministera for thelr opinfon on the matter. The
latter step was rather an unusual one, and what
made It still more unusual was the fact that the
members of the diplomatic body had been In-
formed of the proposed meeting only on the
morning of the day In which it took place,
Fach of them duly warned the Emperor, of
course, against antl-foreign movements, with
the axception, however, of the Unitad States
Minister, who conflned himselfl to suggesting
that Corean steamers should ply between ('hefoo
and Chemulpo in order to convey mall matter
and carry off the sick and wounded in the allisd
force. It was from him, however, niore than
from any other diplomatist that a pronounce.
ment on the misslonary question was expected,
for the American missionaries (n Coren are ac-
cused, rlfhtly or wrongly, of being largely
responsible for the present trouble. In splte
of their own liberality toward missionaries, the
Jananese sympathlze strongly on this point
with the Chinese and Coreans, and it ia just
possible that this bias may have influenced to
some extent the views of the Japanese press,
Here are the opinlons of the gpecial correspond-
ents of the two foremost newspapers in Japan
In regard to this matter:

The Jiji's correspondent, wiring from Seon!
under date of June 28, says: “The number of
those who are becoming followers of the Chris-
tian religion In crder to escape the oppression
nfﬂw loeal anthoritios has beon on the Inerease
of late. Disg@usted, however, by the offeansive
attitude of some of the fcrelgn missionaries in
the provinees toward the non-Christian popy-
lation and enconraged by the great fury with
which the Boxers ara behaving in (China, roma
(‘orsans are m-wun.ull{ forming themselves
fnto an actively anti-Christian asscciation ”

The epecial  corresnondent of
Nirhi. another ministerial organ. save that
“of all Christinn countries Pranceand the United
States have =ent the largest number of s
sionaries to (orea. Some of the American
milwlonaries in the Corean provinees are ey-
cluslvelv davoted to the propagation of the
Christinn religion. but others and they are
no small number-—-are interested in Corean
polities and commerce, and act in concert with
n section of the Corean gentry at Seaul. The
French missionaries, on the other hand are
| devoting themaelves axclusivel to the spiritual

to do with polities; owlng to this whole-hearte
devotion 1o thelr profession they
far larger number of followers than {heir
American hrother missienarios  But, generally
aneqling, the Coreans who embrace the Chris-
tinn religion are not led to do o by devont
motivee, hut simple by the selfish desire of
pincing themselves under the protection of
the foralgn miselonaries, of whom the appree-
| sive loeal ofMelals stand in awe. These s
slonnries. ton eager to do whatever the think
wil promate the interests of the native (hris-
tians, sometimes lond the welght of their -
fluence to ininaties This stnre of things hns
heen all along a bitter grievanee with the non-
Christian Coreans, and thelr pent-un feelings
are now finding an outlet in the agitation of
which T have already spoken.”
he Tiwes the onlv Fnel'sh daily
ecountr which ik owned and edited by a
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menacing manner. ‘A few  cpars
R IR
It advisable to instruet jts

to nddregs o remarkably

Min ster
vigarons and ont.

with the ohieet of preventing them from inter-
meddling with Corean jolitten.” 1t goes op
to sa~ that, in spite of all. the are meddling,
and hinta that the: had better sto,

The Amerians in toren are in ?vlr i specin]

Sands. the American gen'leman whoy s gt
prosent acting as adviser to the Corean (Giov.
ernment.  He [atel” neurred muech  hatred
on the part of hoth the Javanese and Russians
becanss he verv honestlv and frankiv in-
formed his eninlovars that neither Rusaia nor
Japan was a friend of Corea for the sinple
reason that both wished to devour hee,

dose of {Il-wlil and that largely on aeconnt of |
the indevendent and upright conduct of Mp, |

the Nich(« |
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THE SCOPE OF GOLR.

IT HAS SPREAD TO ALL PARTS OF
THE LAND IS STILL ADVANCING,

How the Forest Primeval Has Been Conquered
and Rank Meadows Changed to Falr Turt
The Fancy Now Is for Nataral Links
—~Summer Hotels and the Anclent Game,
Two years ago THE Sux showed how golt
was advanecing In pooularity with long strides
that suggested the magic seven-league boots
of Jack the Giant Killer of the fairy tales, and
long before that it was predicted that the old
Scoteh game would attain a vast following
throughout our country. It s now almost
as widespread as the turf It is played on, and
there are no signs to indiente a falling off in
the Interest. In the recent winateur chame
pionship at Garden City sixty different eclubr
were represented, situated in fourteen States,
yet llinois and Wisconsin wera the only Westa®
States to be represented, The best comparison
to show the spread of the game is that on ita
organization on Dec. 22. 1594, there were but
nve clubs In the United States Golf Assoclas
tion, whila there are now twenty-five associate
and 225 allied clubs on the roll.  Including the
leagues of the New York and Philadelphia
clubs, there are now In existence about twenty
State or other branch leagues subordinate to
the U. 8. G. A., and that in many instances
a golf club is content to remain only a membee
of its local organization s shown by the record
in “Newman's Ofcial Golf Guide” for 1900y
which gives a list of nearly %00 regularly organe
izod clubs. New York heads the list with 158
The «ame authority estimates that there are@
at least 200,000 golfers in the United States,

It 1s Idle to estimate the amount of money
invested In the golf grounds of the countrye
for the clubhouses alone represent a vast sums
A fortune Is expended yearly by the players
in the equipment for the game. That Vardom
has been booked for practically a year of exe
hibitions on links In all parts of the country,
on & basis said to be 8250 for each match, I8
an indication of the financlal strength of the
game. Each alub of consequence, too, has &
resident professiomal, a groenkeeper and &
stall of caddie boys, who recelve good wages,
aside from the regular clubhouse servants,
But these ara only items in the maintenano®
of a golf club. The one great charge, the ems
pense on which no curtallment may be madey
{s the “up-keap” of the links.

No matter how well turf |s adapted by nas
ture for a linka, there must be a constant oute
lay to keep it in the best posaible conditions
T{e greater the play over a course the fastep
{s it worn out. In manv parts of the mumr(.
too, turf does not thrive when kept closely
rolled and clipped, while dronght and the ine
vasion of crab-grass and other weeds hav
also to be fought against. In many parts o
the South it has been found tipossible to have
turf putting greens, lavel squares of aand of
clay having to be used instrad,  On some
Southern links, too, the grass off the line of
blay forms an fmpenetrable jur le of four of
ive feet in helght, a rank growth which come
pela constant lahor to keep the fair green |
shape. On many Northern links .the rapi
midsummer growth is a constant menace to the
falr green, while clover s as costly a trouble 11
the turt of the putiing greens.  Droughts Al
the chief links are guarded againat by pipin,
water to all the greens, The first cost ol
a links is not as great as it usad to be, for no?
care is taken in obtaining a proper streteh of
land, In the old days it was an ordinary mate
ter for a club to procead to lay out a cours: in
the almost primeval forest. Fortunes were
exp@ndni in felling trees, blasting out rocke
and levelling off the ground, not to mention
the subsequent expense of inducing a grow
of good turf. A dozen clubs might be nam
that have expended from $20,000 to $40,000 {n
work of this sort. The result has usually beetl
to form only a passable links, while Ynhln Y
mile or two a fine streteh of land might have
been obtained for little money.

This task of Im{rrn\'luu the wooded land ls
now shunned by the promoters of links. It ls
recognized that the ideal golfing ground correge
ponds with the definition of the word links in the
Scottish vocabulary: “A streich ol seasnore
covered by a tenacions turl,” Failing this &
rolling pasture or park land Is pronounced th
best, and it |8 the sort of ground the inlan
links must be lald out over, except in certain
parta of the West, whero the prairie land is
often avallable for a nearly ideal course,
number of clubs have given up their origl
links to start other courses on better natur
golfing ground and at others certain holes thas
were "carved’ out fro o woods are no longee

layed over. In the same way the hazards

at are natura), such as sunken roads, hile
locks, ditches, hollows or water in its various
conditions, are used when avallable in prefe
erence to costly artificial hazards and natural
stretehesof tarfare preterred for Celng grounds
to boxed squares of dirt, It is recognized hy
all, however, thai a fair stroke must never ba
penalized, and, where this would ba done b
a natural hazard, there is no hesitation in {}
ing it up and an artifictal hazard put in at the
proper point on the line ol play

o so-calied "sporty ™ links of five years aga,

with hazards ranging from chicken coops 10
ravines, Is now a “back number” and avolded
by all who play u good game,

This common-sense view of the question has
simplified the latest development of golf, ite
prominence as an attraction at the sunimner res
sorte, At first the hotel keepers went in for the
{mpossible in golf, the precipitous hazards,
hizh cop bunkers, deep ravines and ocean -like
water hazards, but now all is charged. ‘Iho
golfing publie, on its travels, has dropped words
of wisdom, a better clase of &olf links constries
tors has come to the front and, above all, the
hotel folk have learned to play the game. 1t is
now understood that a well-planned and wells
kept-up six or nine<hole course is a greater ats
traction than a poor cighteen-hole course,

Now, the first copsideration Is to pick ong
land naturally adapted 1o the game, the next
1o have the bast llaks that can be laid out on {t
to meet the regiuirements of a good golfer,
What will ‘~|-'!l~'v‘ the oxpepts may be relied on
to please the beginners, byt the rule does not
work both way= Another bit of knewledga
gained Ls that the course cannot be made per-
fect without work on |t during the dull cen~on,
At first the seaside resorts had somewlat the
better of the situatior, but this year there ure
as many &ood [Inks inland a« on the sands, At
rvomn of the resorts, both summer and winier,
the links have the support of a club that §s an
allied member of the U8 (. A, but thore are
as good links maintaiued solely 10 accommio=
date the guests of one hotel  The next step
may be the maintenance of one grand links by
all the hotels oF a certain scetion or hy the vils
lage anthoritles. There are alrerdy a prmber
of links keptup bz this mothodin Great Br tan,
The idea is 10 provide a course that will be a
pronounced attraction to a neighborhood,
One way to arcertain the cope of golf s by
reading the advertisements of the con er and
winter resorts, which, wherever situated, Low
proclaim that ol is an attraction

WAR ON RATTLESNAKES.

Plke County Talking of F.l.wrmlnnunl Them
in the Interest of Visitors,
From the Philadelphia Record.
Strovpsst e, Pa, July 21 Few spots In
Pennsylvania offer o much that is inviting as
Pike county. It appeals to the sumimer guest
o1 account of its high altitude and picturesque
aprroundings, and many  beautiful  summer

|

|

care of their ftocks and naver have nn"'hin.i 1
d |

anese. anvroaches the same anh act in a0 almost |

sroken warning to the American milssionaries :

|

in the |

:u"u It
‘the Goavernment at Washineton dacined |
nt Soeyl |

homes have boen arected here. The greatest
enemy to the interest of the "one green spot,*
as Pike is familiarly called, is the rattlesnokay
and a rather novel plan has been proposed to
rid the county of these reptiles W Gordon
Parker ia the originator of the schems, und he
™ -nppum.l to have other influential men back
of hiin

A plan 8 to raise enough money, either b
popular subseription among the summer resle
dents or by interesting o o w ecapitalists, to oftep
o hounty of 25 conts or tuore for each fresi ~nuke
skin.  This would make the rattiesnake busipess
a thriving one, and it 1 thought that o hort
time, a few vears at the longest, the reptiles
eonld be stamped ot fhe <nakes are
vear belioved to be unusually numerous,
only recently In Shohola township three men
narrowly escaped [rom then with their lives,

The presence of these reptiles keeps hundreds
of people out of the county each year Vatrick
Fordof the Irsh World, who cpent saveral sine
mers at Bradner Woods with his fanilly, prompte
ly ended his visit alter seelng o snake that had
been kiled in the hay ficld. Mr. Gordon Las
made hix plan known tyough the medinm of
an appeal to the regular visitors and propers
owners of the district, in which he urges the

action outlined above e sayvs also (losa
friends have declined to visit me here Lo
cause of the presenece of rattlesnakes  Durlng

my trip last month from lackawaxen to Pond

Fddy 1 found that the reptiles were pretty
evenly distributed, and infer it is ubout the samo
throughout the county Por the gonod of 1)a

community these horrid ropties should bhe
tamped out. It s not at all mapossd

{' Mr Gordon's plan «hall be adopted the res
sulting onsdaught will be conducted in the yost
RVatematico  manner Gangs of men will ba

sent to the known snake dens each spring and
fall, when the reptiles are least active, and all
of them that ean be found will be killed T
will be repented <o long as it shall be necesanr g

(L}

to the work of exterinination, or at least until
the rattlers shall be <o diminished 0 iy *
that the di<triet will he 2x normnlly safe for the
human family as any other in the State |

plan, however, has not proceeded (urther than
the suggestion and appesl of Mr Gordor It
mst receive popular Indorsement and supgort
bafara it ean heenme aperative: but the probe
abilities are that an earrest effort will be

to stamp out the dangerous nulsanes

b\




